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451 March 31, 189» 

was concluded, 3 steamers have been disinfected by the Japanese quar- 
antine officials, 1 each at Yokohama, Nagasaki, and Kobe, and, so far 
as I can learn, the processes employed in the cases at Nagasaki and 
Kobe were more thorough than in the first one treated, that of 
steamship Belgic at Yokohama, against certain omissions in the hand 
ling of which, heretofore reported to you, I had to protest, with, I 
think, good effect. 

As regards the reporting of the exact facts of the case upon the bill 
of health, I have to say that in every instance of the occurrence of 
infectious disease upon a ship leaving this port for the United States I 
have, in addition to filling the required certificate upon the bill of 
health, written to the quarantine officers at the ports of call and desti- 
nation letters giving full particulars, such letters accompanying or 
attached to the bills of health. 

I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. S. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

MADAGASCAR. 

Plague and smallpox in Tamatave. 

Consulate of the -United States, 

Tamatave, February S, 1899. 
Sir: Referring to my dispatch, No. 31, under date of January IS 
last, relative to the bubonic plague at this port, I have the honor to say 
that from January 18 to 25 we have had only 9 cases and 8 deaths, the 
victims being all natives. For the last six or eight days we have had no 
new cases, no deaths being reported. Dr. Lidwinchirp, of the colonial 
health service, is of the "opinion that the disease has been transmitted 
to the natives by handling Indian rice in the storehouses here, which 
had been brought from India. The scare has subsided, but we are still 
in quarantine against other parts of the island. There has been a 
notable decrease of the smallpox at Tamatave from January 18 to the 
25th, as there were only 8 new cases. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, W. W. Cobbs, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

turkey. 
Sanitary report from Constantinople. 

[Report No. 212.] 

Constantinople, March 16, 1899. 

Sir : As I have stated in my two last reports (sub Nos. 210. 211), 
dated February 25 and, 27, bubonic plague broke out at Djiddah. It 
was on February 22 that the first death from said illness was ascer- 
tained. Since said date 11 more deaths occurred ; total, 12 deaths. 

I have the honor to forward a French copy of the sanitary steps 
ordered in order to check the spread of the epidemic, and, if possible, 
to stifle it. I have already reported my opinion on said steps. I am 



